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“My philosophy is to make money. If I can drill and make money,  
then that’s what I want to do.”23

ExxonMobil CEO, Rex Tillman
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ExxonMobil Corporation headquartered in 
Irving, Texas, is the largest publicly traded 
oil and gas company in the world1 and has 

operations in North and South America, Asia 
Pacific, the Middle East and throughout Africa. 
ExxonMobil violates human rights and contrib-
utes to severe environmental destruction, 
including climate change, in its global operations. 
This seems vastly out of line with their corporate 
expectation of “Protect Tomorrow. Today”. 

ExxonMobil is listed as a top carbon emitter  
in the “Carbon Majors” report released in 2014. 
Exxon is No. 2 on the rankings of the top investor 
and state owned carbon and cement entities  
and is linked to CO2 emissions of 46.67 Gt CO2e 
(for the no 1 emitter, Chevron, please refer to Dirty 
Profits 3).2

In addition to this, Exxon’s “climate policy and 
principles” shows no commitments for carbon 
reduction and no acknowledgement of their role 
in contributing to climate change.3 In fact, in a 
shareholder meeting in May 2015, ExxonMobil 
CEO Rex Tillman questioned the current climate 
change models and stated that oil and gas would 
remain an important player in world energy 
markets. In regard to renewable energy he made 
the claim that Exxon does not invest in renew-
ables as they “choose not to lose money on 
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30.06.2015)

2 Heede, R (2014): Tracing Anthropogenic Carbon dioxide and methane 
emissions to fossil fuel and cement producers; Journal of Climatic  
Change (vol 122; pg 229-241) January 2014. www.springer.com  
(Accessed 10.09.2014)

3 ExxonMobil (2015): Climate Policy and Principles. www.exxonmobil.com 
(Accessed 30.06.2015)

purpose”.4 For decades ExxonMobil and other oil 
and gas majors have “knowingly worked to 
deceive the public, distort climate findings and 
block policies for a clean energy transition”5. 
Exxon continues to deny that climate change will 
be of great consequence and has stated in its 
carbon asset risk report that it intends to burn all 
its oil reserves.6  

The consequences of climate change are felt 
very heavily across the world. In the Philippines, a 
network of civil society organisations and 
individuals filed a petition with the Commission 
on Human Rights against 50 companies, including 
Exxon, that they hold accountable for climate 
change due to large carbon emissions. The 
petition is based on the 2014 study on Carbon 
Majors by Richard Heede7. The Commission 
acknowledged that climate change will have an 
impact on human rights.8  

Since 2001 ExxonMobil has been involved in a 
lawsuit related to their natural gas facility in rural 
Aceh, Indonesia. The plaintiffs maintain that 
ExxonMobil hired security personnel who were 
members of the Indonesian military to provide 
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▶
Typhoon survivors and civil society groups  

in the Philippines deliver a complaint to  
the Commission on Human Rights of the 

Philippines (CHR) calling for an investigation 
into the responsibility of big fossil fuel 

companies for fuelling catastrophic climate 
change that is resulting in human rights 

violations. 
© Vincent Go/Greenpeace
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security at the natural gas facility. The security 
forces are claimed to have physically abused and 
killed family members who lived and worked in 
villages within the sprawling operations. Villagers 
suffered numerous human rights violations 
including torture, rape and murder.9 New 
evidence has recently alleged that top executives 
at Exxon knowingly hired and supported these 
military forces.10

A further lawsuit against Exxon in New Jersey, 
USA, was settled in March 2015 for $225 million. 
This related to decades of pollution by Exxon’s 
Bayonne and Bayway refineries, including the 
contamination and loss of more than 1,500 acres 
of wetlands, marshes, meadows and waters in 
northern New Jersey. The initial lawsuit was for $9 
billion and the significant reduction in compensa-
tion has been widely discussed, linking Exxon to 
political figures in New Jersey.11

ExxonMobil has also been widely criticised by 
civil society groups, including LNG Watch Papua 
New Guinea, in relation to their natural gas 
pipeline in Papua New Guinea. In one case it is 
alleged that the Exxon subsidiary, Esso Highland 
Limited, poorly managed a local limestone quarry 
supplying the pipeline construction. This lack of 
management resulted in a landslide which killed 
27 local villagers; a supply road was then con-
structed directly over the buried bodies.12 In 
addition to this, opposition to the pipeline has 
been fierce and issues have been voiced in 
relation to land tenure and restitution, rainforest 
destruction (the pipeline destroyed 7000 hectares 
of tropical rainforest) and human rights abuses 
toward villagers, including allegations ExxonMo-
bil is funding a notorious police unit who are 
suppressing opposition.13 The pipeline has been 
in use since April 2014.14
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In June 2014 Mobil Producing Nigeria (subsid-
iary of ExxonMobil) admitted to an oil spill in the 
Ibeno Local Government area of Akwa Ibom State, 
Nigeria.15 The 15,000 barrels of oil spilled severely 
damaged the coastline destroying local fishing 
sites, agricultural and community lands.16 This 
follows four severe oil spills in the same region by 
ExxonMobil in 2010.17 Despite acknowledging the 
spill Exxon has not cleaned the site, resulting in 
protests from local youth in July 2014.18 The 
Artisanal Fishing Association of Nigeria is also 
pushing the Nigerian government to sanction oil 
companies that do not clean up spills, specifically 
Exxon.19

Furthermore ExxonMobil is also engaged in 
hydraulic fracturing. The company contends that 
the industry had been using the method safely for 
decades and CEO Tillerson highlights the energy 
diversity the technology would bring20. However, 
German environmental group NABU has awarded 
Exxon’s European division with the “fossil of  
fossil energy” prize for its fracking operations in 
Germany.21

The US Project of Government Oversight 
(POGO) has documented 84 instances of miscon-
duct by Exxon (including environmental violation, 
pollution, lack of protection of workers, etc.) since 
1995 resulting in penalties of $2,886.6 million.22 
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“… now investors know that 

Exxon is not addressing the low 

carbon scenario and (is) placing 

investor capital at risk.”24

Natasha Lamb, director of equity 
research at Arjuna Capital, a 
sustainable wealth management 
group

◀
ExxonMobil advertisement at  
London Heathrow Airport 2007. 
© HM Cotterill
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