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“Our intention is to make a deep, lasting and positive impact on the farmers and rural communities  
who provide the world’s food security and the long-term sustainability of our planet.” 24

Syngenta Strategy

Estimated value of underwritten   
bonds: 

Deutsche Bank 187.50 
HSBC 166.67 
Crédit Agricole 166.67

Estimated value of   
managed shares and bonds:  
Vanguard 793.59 
BlackRock 776.83 
Deutsche Bank 282.39 
State Street 47.45 
Deka 38.21

Revenues: 12,449.53

Profit after tax: 1,472.49

ISIN: CH0011037469

All figures in € mln. 
Date and currency of company report: 
31.12.2014, USD (exchange rate as of 31.12.2014, 
www.oanda.com)

Syngenta AG is a Swiss agribusiness company 
with over 28,000 employees in over  
90 countries. It was formed in 2000 by the 

merger of Novartis Agribusiness and Zeneca 
Agrochemicals.1 Syngenta’s main areas of 
business include: herbicides, insecticides and 
fungicides for crop protection, field crops, 
vegetables and flower seeds, seed care products, 
turf, garden, home care and public health 
products.2  

Syngenta, Monsanto, and DuPont together 
control 50% of global seed patents3 which results 
in reduced biological diversity of seeds, and 
increased control over pricing. In Africa 80% of 
seeds are currently still produced and dissemi-
nated through ‘informal seed systems’.4 But, 
launched in 2012 by the G8, the New Alliance for 
Food, Security and Nutrition seeks to commer-
cialise the African seed and food system. It has 
been widely condemned as the takeover of 
Africa’s food supply by private business.5 Syngen-
ta is not only a corporate participant of the New 
Alliance, but is also on the leadership board and a 
significant investor.6 Syngenta is a New Alliance 
participant in Tanzania, Nigeria and Ethiopia. A 
key project related to the New Alliance in Tanzania 
is the Southern Agricultural Growth Corridor of 
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Tanzania (SAGCOT) which has been classified as 
“high risk” by the World Bank due to the issues of 
land tenure, vulnerable and indigenous groups, 
and lack of village land use plans, yet many 
private companies support the project, including 
Syngenta.7 

Following the launch of the New Alliance, 
research emerged showing companies’ failure to 
safeguard the livelihoods of communities 
involved. This included a study of the Kilombero 
Plantations Ltd. (KPL) in Tanzania (a flagship 
SAGCOT project), of which Syngenta is a partner.  
The study found small-scale rice farmers forced 
into debt through outgrower schemes, low 
salaries paid to employees, problems with the 
agrochemicals used, and impacts on water 
resources.8 

The global pesticide market is valued at $51.9 
billion, of which Syngenta is one of the market 
leaders.9 In Brazil, Syngenta, and others, sell 
pesticides which are illegal in developed coun-
tries due to health or environmental risks. Brazil’s 
ascent into a global agricultural leader has led to 
the increasingly unsafe use of pesticides and 
many organisations in Brazil, including the 
National Cancer Institute, have called for a 
substantial reduction in pesticide use due to 
serious health effects.10  The herbicide Paraquat 
has been banned in Europe and Switzerland and 
restricted in the US due it being “highly poison-
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▶
Tea plantation workers in India regularly spray pesticides  

without proper protective clothing.
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ous”, but Syngenta continues to sell this pesticide 
for use in Brazil and other developing countries 
such as India.11 12  In one example, in July 2014, a 
31 year old employee of Fresh Del Monte, Brazil, 
who worked stocking pesticides fell ill and in 
October died from pesticide poisoning. One of 
these pesticides was Paraquat, allegedly sold to 
the farm by Syngenta.13 Numerous NGOs and 
developing countries have been seeking a global 
ban on Paraquat due to its toxicity, however, in 
May 2015 in Geneva the addition of Paraquat to 
the Rotterdam Convention14 to employ stricter 
trade regulations did not pass.15 In a further case 
in May 2015, Brazil brought forward claims against 
an industry group, which included Syngenta, 
related to unsafe disposal of chemical containers, 
exposing workers to toxic chemicals.16 Interest-
ingly, Syngenta’s “Good Growth Plan” seeks to 

“Help people stay safe” but this only addresses 
training those using the pesticides and not 
making the pesticides themselves safer, nor 
discontinuing those that are found to be toxic.17 

Syngenta has also recently been found to have 
been providing unsafe pesticides in India, in the 
Punjab region.18 According to Syngenta nearly 1.4 
million farmers in India use the company’s 
products. Human rights and development 
organizations like Bread for the World (Brot für die 
Welt) have criticized both Bayer and Syngenta for 
the distribution of highly hazardous pesticides in 
India. The health of tens of thousands of people is 
in jeopardy. The organizations call for an immedi-
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(Accessed 02.11.2015)

18 Swiss Info (2015): Pesticides: Syngenta and Bayer sell ‘dangerous’ 
pesticide in India, 4 October. www.swissinfo.ch (Accessed 02.11.2015)

ate stop to all sales in India of Bayer products such 
as Confidor, Nativo, Gramoxone and Matador 
produced by Syngenta. They have also demanded 
further investigations by the FAO and WHO, as this  
is considered a breach of the FAO pesticides 
code.19

In November 2015 Syngenta was found 
responsible by a court in Brazil of perpetrating an 
attack on members of Via Campensia by armed 
militia. Killing one person and seriously injuring 
others. The judge termed this incident a “massa-
cre disguised as repossession of property”.20

According to Swiss reports from 2014, Syngenta 
paid US scientists from the Health Organisation ACSH 
to publish benevolent articles about the pesticide 
Atrazine in professional journals. In addition, 
Syngenta hired a detective agency to spy on US 
regulatory consultants, the report said. Syngenta’s 
pesticide Thiamethoxam has been related to the 
reduction in bee population in Europe.21

In relation to union busting, a case was 
brought forward against Syngenta in Pakistan, 
where the Pakistan Federation of Chemical, 
Energy, Mine and General Workers Union is trying 
to unionise temporary workers. The labour court 
ruled in favour of the workers. But, in response to 
this case the union leader was fired by Syngenta 
after refusing to stop trade union activities. This 
occurred in 2010 and the global union IndustriAll 
is continuing to plead the case at Syngenta 
shareholder meetings to rehire the union leader 
and allow trade unions to operate in accordance 
with Pakistan laws.22
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“Foreign companies come with 

their pesticides and say they 

will double production. They 

do not think about the harms to 

human beings in the country.”23

A farmer in Punjab (India)  
in March 2015 

◀
Demonstration by La Via Campesina, an international movement 
defending small scale agriculture, opposing agribusiness. 
© la Via Campesina
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